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Suzanne was born in 1958 in Marseilles, France.
Her wealthy family expected her to study medicine

and become a doctor. But everything changed

—

Suzanne in 2003
when a handsome young Lebanese tourist named e

Sam visited the car yard owned by Suzanne'’s father.
‘It was love at first sight!” Suzanne remembers. She was 16 and Sam
was 23. Sam later returned to Marseilles and proposed marriage.

Suzanne knew that her father would not agree to the marriage because
she was too young, so she asked to visit her aunt in Lebanon. Once
there, Suzanne ran away with Sam and got married! Sam's relatives
did not accept Suzanne and her father disowned her.

In 1974, after a year in Lebanon, Suzanne and
Sam immigrated to Australia, where Sam had
previously been accepted as an immigrant.
Suzanne was pregnant with their first child. Sam
paid for their tickets to Sydney. Suzanne found
work ironing shirts — in Marseilles, her family
had a maid to do ironing! Suzanne learned
English by watching television, as she was

too busy to attend English classes. In her job
she was mainly in contact with other migrants.
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In 1973, Suzanne travelled from
-}l Marseilles, france, to Beirut, Lebanon.
"M In 1974, she flew from Beirut to Sydney,

‘§ New South Wales. In 1979, Suzanne
W returned to Beirut until 1986, when
she flew to Melbourne, Victoria.
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I found that Alustralian people ¢
were r?ot serious like Europeans. |
Sometimes | got offended by
peop{e laughing and joking all &
?he time. But now Australiq '
{s my home, my children are

= = Fot Australian and they have built
e _ ; : their lives here.’

Back to Lebanon

In 1979, Suzanne and Sam went to visit Sam’s relatives in

Suzanne Francis

Lebanon. However, they ended up staying for six years because
civil war broke out in 1980. During that time, Suzanne got to
know her husband's family better, and her daughter was born.

Family reunion

On their return to Australia in 1986, Suzanne and her family

moved to Victeria. Suzanne worked in a shirt factory until 1992,
when she was retrenched. In 1994, Suzanne's parents announced
they were planning to visit Australia, because Suzanne’'s mother
wanted to see her grandchildren for the first time. The 20-year
silence between father and daughter was finally broken.

Suzanne considers herself both
a European and an Australian.
She likes life in Australia
because she finds it simple
and easy.

Suzanne and her family lived in
Lebanon between 1979 and 1986.
Even though a civil war was being
fought, people in Beirut still went
about their daily lives.





