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Paul Jennings immigrated to
Australia as a child after World
War Il and became a famous
children’s book author.

Paul was born in England in 1943, during
World War Il. By the time the war ended in
1945, bombing had destroyed many factories and homes, food

was rationed and people lived in fear of another war. Australia
| was seen as a safe place and many people thought it would
' be a good place to start a new life.

Coming to Australia

Paul was six years old when his family immigrated to Australia
aboard a ship called the Ranchi. The journey took five weeks.

Paul's family went to live in the suburb of Bentleigh in Melbourne.

He found things very hard at school as the other children made fun
of him because of his English accent. Paul says he always felt
different as a child because he had not been born in Australia.
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P SR / Assisted passage

1 : In 1947, in order to get
more British people to
come to Australia, the
Australian Government

| started the United

| Kingdom-Australia Free

| and Assisted Passage

Agreements. Fares cost

‘ £10 for an adult, and

| children under 14 travelled

| free. The normal fare was

| about £200.

Many cities in
England suffered
bomb damage
during World War 1.
This was just one of
many reasons that
caused families to
emigrate.
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In 1949, Paul sailed
from Dover, England,

to Melbourne, Victoria,
on the ship Ranchi.

‘At school, | soon
realised it’s not
much fun being
laughed at or told
you talk funny.’

Paul Jennings

A love of books

Paul read lots of books as a teenager and dreamed of being

a writer. When he was 15 years old, he wrote a story and sent
it to a magazine but it was rejected. Paul decided he was not
good enough to become a writer, so he gave up the idea.
Instead, he trained as a teacher and worked with children with
disabilities. Later, Paul trained as a speech therapist, worked

with children with learning difficulties and lectured in language
and literature.

Becoming an author

In 1984, Paul's son complained about a boring book he was
reading, so Paul decided to write a book his son would love.
Paul’s first book, Unreal!, was published in 1985. More books
followed and he eventually became a full-time writer

Paul has won awards for his books every year since 1987.

He loves living in Australia and believes that in life ‘the thing
is to find what you love, because once you're doing the job
you love, you're going to be happy doing it!’





