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John Gordon-Kirkby lived and
worked in many countries before
finally calling Australia home.

John in 1956, aboyt to
board the ship that took

John was born in 1936 in Gibraltar, near Spain. hi
im to England

In 1939, his British family moved to Tangier,

| Morocco, where they had a dairy farm. John went
to boarding school in England for 11 years and later completed
two years of national service. When Morocco gained independence
from Spain in 1957, many changes occurred. New rules and
regulations made it increasingly difficult for John's family to run
their farm. "You had to have permits for everything,’ says John.

Deciding to leave

John was encouraged to immigrate to Australia by Australian
friends, who told him that jobs were available. To receive assisted
passage to Australia, John had to be a resident of Britain, as well
as a Biritish citizen. He returned to England for six months to
qualify as a resident, and was given only two days’ notice that

his £10 passage to Australia had become available.
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' ‘ Assisted migration

British citizens were
encouraged by Australian
Government advertisements
to immigrate to Australia

by the introduction of the
£10 assisted passage. This
was a big saving on the
usual fare of nearly £200.
Assisted migrants were
required to stay and work
in Australia for a minimum ‘)

John travelled to Australia .
aboard the S.S. Orsova in 1961. -oF tWo years.
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First trip to Australia :
John arrived in Melbourne in 1961. He got a job
selling fuel in country Victoria and New South
Wales. John's sister, who was also living in
England, joined him after four years on a £10
assisted passage. Their mother paid her own
passage and they all settled in country Victoria.

Working in PNG

In 1964, John got a job as a patrol officer in Papua New Guinea
because he was interested in working in a developing country.

While there, he married a missionary nurse from

In 1978, John and his wife moved to New Zealand and bought
a poultry farm. However, the marriage ended, and in 1984 John
returned to Australia and worked as an administrator for two

Aboriginal community councils in the Northern Territory. In 1987,

he became an Australian citizen.

Retirement

In 1988, John married Doreen and they moved to Bendigo,
Victoria, where he became involved in many community
activities, including working on conservation projects. In 1994,

John and Doreen retired to Victoria’s Mornington

In 1961, John travelled from
Tangier, Morocco, to London,
England. After six months he
departed London for Melbourne,
Victoria, on the ship Orsova. In
1964, John travelled to Papua
New Guinea and in 1978,

he flew to New Zealand. In 1984,
John returned to Melbourne.

Australia, from the
day | arrived, wqs
home to me, byt the
love of adventure qng
challenge took me to
other places qs well!’

John Gordon-Kirkby

New Zealand.

Pefinsula.





