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Anna was born in 1957 in South Vietnam. ;

2003
The Vietnam War caused many changes and much i Anna I e

death and destruction in Vietnam. In 1975, after South Vletnam
surrendered to North Vietnam, conditions became very difficult
under the communist regime. Land and property were taken away
by the government and religion was banned. Anna’s family agreed
that she should try to escape alone to another country and,

if successful, sponsor the rest of the family to join her.

Anna'’s family had to pay a huge sum in gold to get her a place on

a boat. If the escapees were caught they would be imprisoned, and
if the boat met pirates or bad weather they could be killed. In April
1979, Anna was one of 64 people crammed onto a 10-metre boat.

After three days, they were rescued by a German ship, and taken

to Singapore. After seven months in Singapore, supported by the

Red Cross, Anna was accepted to immigrate to Australia.
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Anna escaped Vtetnam in 1979, crammed
onto a small boat. Refugees who left Vietnam
_in this way were nicknamed ‘boat people’
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In 1979, Anna sailed from southern
Vietnam, then was taken to Singapore,
where she flew to Melbourne, Victoria.

Australia at last!

Anna arrived in Melbourne in December
1979. An interpreter working for the
Department of Immigration met her at
the airport, and became her lifeline to the

Australian community by helping her with
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language difficulties. Anna was taken by —
bus to Midway Hostel, a reception centre
for migrants in Melbourne's west.

Language problems

Although the main barrier was language, some Before we boarded the
3 ! plane to Australia, we

of the other problems Anna experienced included were sprayed with an

coming to terms with different food and feelings Insecticide which was

meant to kill [;
of homesickness. Anna got a factory job through fleas — thislmzlzls{: Z?d

the hostel, but had no idea if she was paid feel bad.’
Anna Wang

properly. She was not offered English classes, e

and only learned a little English at work.

Reunited

Meanwhile, Anna’s parents had escaped to an island in Malaysia.
In order to sponsor them to immigrate to Australia, Anna had

to fill in forms to confirm she was their daughter, promise to

support them and pay for the application. Their application was
successful and Anna's family was reunited.

Giving something back

Today, Anna is settled with her husband, also a Vietnamese immigrant,
and their three children. She works as a volunteer, helping people .
from her own culture with gambling problems. ‘Australia accepted me
as a citizen and gave me the chance to start a new Ilfe'. Now is the
time to give back to this country,” Anna says. ’





