Interview 4
AN INTERVIEW WITH SOPHIE

The word ‘journey’ for many people means ‘travel’ or ‘a trip’.  However, a journey is not only about that.  Our life is a journey that continues until we reach our final destination.  The following is an interview with a migrant.  This is Sophie’s journey.
Without much time for deeper thought, Sophie began her journey to Australia.  This physical journey created many complex emotions for Sophie.  She felt lonely in the first few weeks.  “I didn’t want to come here.  In China, I have so many friends, but here I had no one”.  Her mother is the only person Sophie knows in Australia, as her father is still in China.  Her mother has to work till late at night in order to earn enough money to live.  Each day after school, Sophie goes back to an empty house and feels the emptiness until her mother returns home.
However, her situation in recent times has improved, as friendships developed at the Intensive English Centre.  Sophie met many other students who were in the same situation as her.  They understood each other and they spoke the same language.  With help from her teachers and friends, Sophie is starting to get used to her lifestyle in Australia.  She has started to go out with friends, regularly goes shopping and to the movies.  Sophie is finally beginning to enjoy her life.  Perhaps she has overcome the most difficult part of her journey. 
Sophie’s story is similar to the story of other migrants.  Her future will be completely different because of this journey.  “I don’t regret coming to Australia.  Although life here wasn’t easy in the beginning, I knew that it would get better.  I will also have a better education and more opportunities in Australia.  My future is here and not in China any more”.  Her journey has taught Sophie many things and this life experience has changed her and her perspectives a lot.  For Sophie, migrating to Australia was the start of a new journey.  She is optimistic and brave enough to face life’s challenges.
Sophie also speaks about her dream for the future.  She wants to become a doctor, specialising in Chinese medicine and to travel around the world.  Wanting to become a Chinese medical practitioner shows the strong connection between Sophie and her culture.  Sophie’s story doesn’t end here.  She will continue her life journey and head in a new direction.

Report written by an ESL student from Beverly Hills Girls High School after an interview with Sophie, a student at  Beverly Hills Intensive English Centre.
Interview 5
JOURNEY: A life journey of a student from the Beverly Hills Intensive English Centre

Everyone has their own journey, and hers began on the 24th of July 1987, in Sudan.  Everything was wonderful and filled with happiness and laughter.  However, everything  one day suddenly changed. 

The war came when she was in Year 4.  At this time, every child is supposed to be having a happy life with their family and friends, and studying hard at school.  But unfortunately, many children were taken from their families by the invaders in Sudan during that time.  They were forced to work until they reached 14 or 15 years of age.  They all underwent an emotional journey as they could not live with their families, and they could not do anything but just accept the things happening to them.  

She was living with her father, mother, uncle and her younger brother in a big house when she was still young.  She considered herself fortunate to have such a wonderful family, the war came, and it took her father and uncle away.  She had never ever imagined that one day she would need to live without her father’s protection.  She will never forget the time she needed to face the sadness of losing her father.  

As she had no choice but to leave her country, her physical journey began.  Her mother sold their big house to gather the money for their expenses on the way to Egypt.  She had to say goodbye to her home in which she had a most joyful time with her family, and also say goodbye to her happy childhood.  She began to imagine the life they would have in Egypt- bad conditions, no food, no money and working.  She was filled with emotions.  “I did not know what difficulties I would need to face, but I knew that my life would not be the same.”  

When they arrived in Egypt, they had nowhere to live, and their money gradually became less and less.  Although she was supposed to continue her studies in Egypt, she did not even have food for school.  They were desperate and they needed a job to support their lives.  As she was the oldest child in their family and her mother needed to look after her younger brother, she had to work.  She found a job cleaning in Cairo.  She did not see her mother for a whole month, until the day that she got paid and took her wages home.  
It was really hard for a 14 year old girl, to persevere through her days in Egypt.  As she was wondering whether their lives could be improved, her mother got in contact with her uncle in Australia.  He said that he could help them migrate to Australia, and have a better life here.  From that day, she waited for the day to arrive.  Even though she was excited to go to Australia, when the day came, she was afraid.  People have fears when they head into the unknown.  She did not know what kind of country it would be.  She began to imagine a beautiful place with a blue sky, ocean, lots of trees and flowers around her new home. 

She had already set her goal.  She would do her best with her studies and would like to be a doctor after she finishes her university studies.  Now she is studying in the Intensive English Centre and she enjoys the time that she has here even though language is the biggest problem for her.  However she is slowly overcoming this and can now speak English fluently.  She tries to speak as much English as she can, and she does not mind if people laugh at her.  Once she learns English well, no one will laugh at her anymore.  

Everything is wonderful for her and her family now, except that she has got no close friends.  At the moment she has no one she can share her inner feelings with.  However she won’t give up, she knows that one day she will find someone.

She is glad that she had the chance to come to Australia.  It had given her the freedom and the rights she was supposed to have. Here she can do things that she enjoys like singing, dancing and playing volleyball.  She could not even think about this during her time in Egypt.  She has the chance to fulfill her dream of being a doctor.  She knows that her life’s journey will be more colourful in Australia.  It will continue to extend her understanding of the world and herself.  She has learnt more skills such as living by herself and learnt that we need to change ourselves to adapt to our new environment so that we can overcome the difficulties.

Report written by an ESL student from Beverly Hills Girls High School after an interview with a student at Beverly Hills Intensive English Centre.

